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BIO TREES... 
Probably the only modest de- as early as 1868 and the pa~e


scription ever applied by Cali- becam,e so fast that in the 80's

forians. Maybe the sight of these there was fear that all would be

trees has so awed all beholders destroyed and the formation of

that normal powers of exaggera- General Grant and. Sequoia Na­

tion have been dulled. tional Parks in 1890 was the re-


California's pride and wish to sult of agitation of local people


show Big Trees to strangers was lead by George Stewart, then

awakened. early and as far back publisher ~f the Visalia Delta.

as 1854 the bark was stripped This Bulletin attempts to bring

from a tree in the Calaveras together Isome unpublished ma- FELWW A Big Tree at Mountain Home, probably

Grove to be reassembled on a terial and recall scattered refer- about 19G'1.Earl McDonald on right.

framework. The Centennial Exhi- ences that have been printed but


bition at Philadelphia in 1876, which no longer have circulation. WORLD'S FAIR TREE

The World's Columbian Exposition It does not tell the story very An Interview with Jesse Pattee

at Chicago in 1893 and other big completely. No doubt there are By HAROLD G. SCHUTT

fairs have had their exhibits of some errors of fact and many er-


Big Trees. At first they were rors of omission. The Society The most ambitious "Big Tree" in the middle for twenty minutes 

-:greeted with skepticism but grad- would like to obtain additional exhibit was that shown at the because of the vibration. 

statements that can be filed to World's Columbia E,xposition at The tree was hallowed out and
ually the reports of eye-w\itnesses 
and the general distribution of round out the record. Chicago in 1893 (orginally sched- fourteen foot "staves" cut with 

We hope it will lead to the uled for 1892). The tree was a kthe bark and about six inches of 
~photographs overcame doubts and 

eventual publishing of an ade- part of the U. 8'. government ex- wood. Then a section about two 
Califoria's Big Trees were accept-

quate story of the big mills in hibit. A contract was made by feet thick was cut off the re­
ed as facts. Fresno County, centering at Mill- Burr Mitchell, of Miramonte, to maining stump and then another 

Sequoias were cut for lumber wood and Hume.	 cut a big Sequoia and prepare set of fourteen foot staves was pre­
the parDs to be used. Mr.. Ball of pared. These parts were all mark-

Early Sawmills In Northern Tulare County Le Grand contracted to build a ed and crated and hauled out to
road and .haul the material to Monson for shipment to Chicago. 

Wallace Elliott, who published mill, etc. Most of them were the railroad. The tree selected The stump, fifty feet above the 
the earliest general history of small. was the "General Noble" and was ground, was nineteen feet six 
Tulare County in 1883, gives After 1881 the record is clear- located about three miles north inches larger at the top of the 
quite a detailed account of early er. In that year Smith Comstock of the north west corner of Gen- twenty foot stump which Was 
sawmills, \Starting with Smith and contracted with S. Sweet and Co. eral Grant Park. left when the jOb was done. This 
Hatch who started a mill on the of Visalia, who controlled the Little description of the cutting relic is now called the "Chicago" 
Wnitaker Ranch in 1856. ,Bert Wagy mill, to cut lumber at Hitch- of the tree is needed because it stump. 
Barton, in a column in the Wood- cock Meadows, near Happy Gap, is shown so vividly by the pic- Efforts have been made to find 
lake Echo, says this was at Mira- above Meadow Flat. In 1883, Com- tureB which are included in this out wha"t happened to the exhibit 
monte. Because names of mills, stock bought the mill and moved Bul~etin. These pictures taken after the fair closed as it' was 
owners and places changed so it up to "Big Stump" which is by C. C. Curtis are as sharp in de- understood that it had been mov­
much it would be mileading to very close to the present main tail as ones taken today and have ed. After hearing that it w~nt 
repeat Elliott's story. It can be entrance to General Grant Park. been presented by Mr. Pattee to to Washington, Senator Know­
summarized by saying that mills It operated there for six years and the Tulare County Museum. land was asked to secure such in­
have been operating in the lower during this time one of the finest The tree was cut off about fifty formation as he could. The follow­
timber since the 50's and 60's. standls of sugar pine in the moun- feet above the ground and JeSise ing W3JS furnished by the Legis" 
Eshom Valley and the area below tains was cut from the present Pattee will never forget the ex- lative R:cference Service of the 
General Grant Park have had Wilsonia area. Sequoia and yel-: J.)erience of the moments when the Library of Congress under date 
lllany mills. There was one at low pine and probably fir ~ei-«> -tree fell. It did not go as planned. of March 16, 1950. 

Whitaker Forest about 1870. The also cut. The mill was moved The trunk slipped back onto the "Chicago World's Fair Section 
I 

names that one encountem are down stream two or three times stump and broke the scaffold. of Giant 'Sequoia Tree" 
Thomas, Osborn, Barton, Hyde, and at one time was operated by Pattee and the three others doing "The section of Giant Sequoia, 
Hart, Wagy. There was the Tur- J. C. Stansfield. COIDIstock opera- the cutting jumped onto the originally cut for exhibit at the 
bine mill, People's mill, Phoenix j (Continued on Page 4) stump but couldn't stand even (Continued on Page 2) 
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CENTENNIAL TREES
I 

California's Big Trees weren't 
weU known when the United 
States celebrated a century of in­
dependence with its first big fair 
at Philadelphia in 1876. What 
would permit the fair visitor to 
visualize these trees better than 
to exhibit a section of the trunk 

I 
of a tree? A solid section couldn't 
be transported but the next best 
thing was done. Mrs. McGee re-

I 

ports, "In 1875, Martin Vivian 
I cut a big Sequoia near the Gen-

I el"al Grant with axes, a sixteen 
foot section wws cut out and split 
into pie shaped pieces taking 
care to preserve the bark. They 

I	 then split the heart out of each 
piece leaving a rim of bark and 
sap\\ ood. These outer pieces were 
hauled out by Happy Gap (near 
presentSeqt(o,a Lake) and Tra­
ver to Cross Creek and shipped to 
Philadelphia. " 

Mrs. McGee's uncle, Israel Gam­
lin, had a squatter's timber claim 
in this area and he, with Mrs. 
McGee's father, Tom Gamlin, Poley 
Kimawyer and probably others, 
helped cut the tree. Vivian wws 
not well-to-do and probably had 
some financial backing but there 
:s no information about outside 
sponsors. 

Jesse Pattee says that Sam and 
Bill Harp, Huse Campbell and 
John Moore hauled the exhibit to 
the railroad. He recalls that when 
he first ,,'ent to the mountains 
that it was a fad to fashion canes 
from sticks split from the cen­
tennial log. 

Park records confirm the gen­
eral information above but men­
tion no names. S:nce Vivian cut 
this tree on governII\'ent land 
without permission tradition says 
that he was sentenced to a year in 
federal prison. Wallace Elliott in 
"History of Tulare County" (18­
83) says he wws fin.ed fifty dollars 
but should have been jailed, for 
life for his vandalism. 

The most interesting thing 
about this exhibit was the lack 
of enthusiasm that it encounter-

I ed at the fair. People were skep­
tical and couldn't believe that a 
tree could grow so big. They 
pointed to the places the log was 
split as proof that many small 
trees had been fitted together. 
A typical California hoax. 

There is allso a "Centennial" 
stump at Mountain Home. This 
tree was cut by John McKiear­
nan, J. R. Hubbs, and Ed Manley 
as a commercial venture, admis­
sion being charged when it exhi­
bited. This tree was cut off high 

I 

taken out via Happy Camp, Pine 
Springs, Rancherie and Moun­
tain View. (ie the K ncaid Mill 
road). It was shipr;cd from Tu­
lare by rail to San Francisco 
where it was exhibited at Wood­
ward Gardens and thence routed 
east to the Centennial. One by 
one the partners withdrew from 
the enterprise. First Manley, then 
McKiearnan and before the tree 
left San Franc"lsco Hubbs sold 
out for two thousand dollars, three 
thousand dollars less than the 
cost of preparation. A t:nancial 
fiasco and tradition says the 
new owners had no better luck. 

The above information is sum­
marized from a paper prepared 
in 1923 by Mrs. Jay Brown. She 
had difficulty securing inform a­
tion and had to rely on much 

h.earsay evidence. Her informa­
~~on was that the tree was cut 
m 1875. There are a number of 
printed references to this exploit 

t~at agree in most aspects but
eIther do not mention the date of 
cutting or place it in 1878, which 
would, of cource, be too late for 
the Centennial. 

. . . 
Wallace Elhott 

"
m hIS "Hilstory 

..0f T ulare County has consider­. 
able detaIl about the project but . 
gives no date. The very next 
paragraph tells of the Vivian tree 
which was referred to earlier. 
If the McKiearnan-Hubbs-Manley 
tree also was sent to the centen­
nial surely Elliott would have 
known and mentioned the fact. 

"Bus:ness Directory and Histor­
ical and Descriptive Handbook of, 
Tulare C'ounty, CaLfornia, 1888" 
published by Pillsbury and Ells­
v orth at Tulare, gives a similar 
account and states that the tree 
was cut in 1878. This same story 
is repeated in "Pen Pictures" a 
history of Fresno, Tulare ~nd 

Ke~n C?Unties, published in 1891. 
It IS dlff cult to locate evidence 
to overcome these three almost 

contemporary records. If the tree 
had been sent to the Centennial 
Exhibit:on one would expect these . . 
hlstones, pubLshed only a few 

. years later, to mention the fact. 
The tradition that this was a 
"Centennial" tree is very strong 
and goes back at least to the 
1890's. 

At the request of the Society, 
the Free L~brary of Philadelphia 
searched the material in its files 
an d h as sent the following quota­
tions: 

"Agricultural Building-In this . . .buIldmg there wIll also be a dis-
I of ai I. the products of thep ay 

World's F'air Tree 
(Continued from Page 1) 

World's Columbian Exposition at 
Chicago in 1893, and later set up 
on the grounds of the Department 
of Agriculture in Washington, D. 
C., was d:smantled and moved 
to the Arlington Experiment Farm 
on the Virginia side of the Poto­
mac River during the wintel'of 
1931-32. It was never re-tssem­
bled, but rested there in storage 
for several years. No record of its 
final disposal is available, but it 
,seems to have been destroyed. No 
one was found who could sho~ 
whether this was before or after 
January 30, 1942, when the Army 
took over the Arl:ngton Experi­
ment Farm. Prior to this date, all 
the agricultural work with the 
records of research had been mov­
ed to the Agricultural Research 
Center at Beltsville, Maryland. 

"The record is clear that the 
section wws moved to the Arling­
ton Experiment Farm, but there­
after nothing concerning disposal 

of the section could be found.
Moreover, no piece of the section 
was placed with the wood exhibit 
in the Smithsonian Institution 

" .
" The folio 

wmg st at ement is 
copied from " 2 of th Off 

" 

' 
Pa ge 

i) e ICIal.Record Dn Ited St t D' a es epartment
of Agriculture ' for J anuary 30 

' 
that the bark of one or more of 
the giant trees of California be 
taken off the trunk in segments 
and sections, to be placed on ar­
rival on a skeleton frame of the 
same dimensions as the original. 
Agricultural Hall having an ele­
vation of 75 feet, will give room 
for an exhibit of one of these 
monster trees." 

"Hand-book to the Centennial 
Grounds and Fairmount Pa,ik. 
Where to go and what to see." 
Philadelphia 1876, 'page 6. 

'?he big tree,s of California, for 

whlCh the country is famed, were 
here represented by a piece of 
bark about eighteen inches thick 

taken from one of these monster 
red-woods. Photographs of them 
wered .d shown, which' gave a very 
goo 1 ea of theIr gigantic pro­
portions." 

"The Centennial Exposition. .. 
"Philadelphia, Hubbard Bros 18­
76, page's 316-362. ., 

"AI . .as, the bIg tree of Cahfornia 
is a side show, and one must pa 

1932:


Big Redwood Put In Stora~e 

"The 30-foot high section 0: the 
trunk of one of the giant Cali­
fornia Sequoi::" trees which has 
stood on a concrete base in The 
Mall in Washington, in front of 
the Department of Agriculture 
main building, for the past 38 
years, has been taken down and 
stored at Arlington Experiment 
Farm, just across the Potomac 
from Washington, to keep it out 
of the weather until another suit­
able location is found for it. This 
huge hollow cylinder of timber, 
which may possibly have been a 
husky sapling in King Solomon's 
day, 10 centuries B. C., was mov­
ed because it was in the way in 
the Government building program. 

"The section was cur for dis­
play in the Government exhibit 
at the World's columb'Ian Exposi­

t:on in Chicago in 1893. The tree 
grew on the boundary line be­
tween Fresno and Tulare Counties, 
Calif. From recorls which Dr. W. 

A. Taylor, chief of the Bureau of
Plant Industry, wws able to f:nd, 
the tree stood some 300 feet high 
:n the forest, the section was hol­lowed out in California and the 

.'great hollow pIeces of wood was 
. .cut mto 50 pIeces for shIpment 

to ChIcago.. Each. piece being 
. 

eqUlvalent to a log 4 to 5 feet 
through and 14 feet long. The sec­
tion was cut 3'0 feet above the 
ground level where it grew, and 
it is 26 feet in diameter and 85 
feet in circumference. (Note: 
Pattee recollection is 20 feet 
which checks with stump) At the 
exposition the section was set up 
in the Government Exhibit, a spi­
ral stairway wws run from the 
bottom to the top on the interior 
and many visitors to the fair view~ 
ed the exhibit from the vantage 
point thus afforded, 

"After the exposition thesec­

tion was shipped to Washington,
and in 1894 it was placed in The 
Mall where it has been an object 

10f interest to the thousands of 
visitors to the National C 't I 

h .'	 api a 
w 0 come ItS way" 

. " 

It IS hoped that the exhibit has 
not been dest~oyed. Probably the 
bark was fallmg from the trunk 
after. 38 years in the open in 
Washmgton.; t ,The picture seemsto d' ' 

to:e Ica e Wrr€6 ar~und the tree 
I25-cents admittance if h eY . ep loose bark m place. But 

I . e s~ s thIS could be replaced at relative­
it at all! It stands i~ a me wIlyth small expense nd 
other monstrosities-bi g c ttl a some mu­

t . . " a e, seum could have a marvelous "B:a'. .e c. LIttle dId we Imagme that Tre' h'b"	 to>e ex 1 It. IncIdently the pic­
anything so venerabl e as 

' a 
b .

Ig 
t
ure of the. tree in W as h'mg t on

California tree could be gUI lty of f d	 h 
' was oun m some old f'l I es 0f t . e 

so disreputable a prank'" Th e Re T I C 

j
F b . . . - u are ounty Board of T d 

sali a . ~ eme~t 0: the VI­
above the ground, hollowed out, orest, oth

, 

m pnmary and sec- pubLcan, Springfield: (Mass), !Stored in th bas ra ~, 
the rim sawed into sections and ondary form; and :t is proposed July 24, 1876. (clippings) Mulllcipa l A uditonum. 

-	 - ""­..... 
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Hud. Barton 
Pioneer 

My father, Hudson D. Barton, 
was one of Tulare Cou~ty's his­
torians but he sent his diary, let­
ters, newspapers articles, etc., to 
the State Historical Libr<J:ry in 
Sacramento many years ago. The 
reason he did was he decided Tu­
lare County's Historical Society 
would have no place to keep re­
cords in his time. I .have only a 
few articles that he wrote after 
that and happenings remembered 
from the facts told by my pioneer 
family, the Bartons. 

My father came to Tulare Coun­
ty in the fall of 1865. Most of his 
summers after that were spent 
helping build and run sawmills, 
The Hyde Mill, now Whitaker 
Forest; The Wagy Mill at Mea­
dow Flat. It was here at Meadow 
Flat that Bud Barton made the 
first Sequoia into lumber, but I 
will tell this story in his own 
words published in the Fresno Bee, 
November 28, 1926. 

"In 1869, I, myself saw the Lrst 
Sequoia Gigantea ever made into 
lumber in the big tree belt. 

"However, this tree was not 
felled by the woodman:s axe, On 
News Year's night, 1868, thils 
tree slipped its moorings in what 
is noW' known as Whitaker Forest 
and floated down Eshom Creek 
lodging a mile below Meadow Flat. 
For 2 or 3 weeks previous to New 
Year'lS day, it had been raining 
and the whole side of the moun­

,tain north of Echom Creek had. 
slid in an avalanche into the 
creek damming up the waters. On 

'New Years night the dam broke 
and the whole mass came down in 
a mighty rush. The trees and rocks 
may still be seen strewn all along 
the canyon of Eshom Creek, be­
low Redwood Mountain. 

"This tree was only six feet in 
diameter. If it had been much 
larger we could not have handled 
it with the milling eq uipmen t 
then used. At that time I was 
sawyer in the old Turbine Mill 
built by Jasper (Barley) Harrell. 
With a double circular saw we 
cut the tree into three 10glSlength­
wise. Abe Murray, Sr. spoke for 

,the lumber before the tree was 
hauled from the creek. Murray 
had the lumber hauled to Visalia 
and with it built his house on the 
Murray ranch in 1870." 

In 1874 the Hud Barton family, 
my father, mother and their three 
little boys, moved to Cedar Spring 
and built a mill and a home. The 
mill had to be built first to make 
lumber for other buildings, etc. 
That meant camping out. The first 
night was spent on the bank of 
Cedar Creek. An animal walked 

over the foot Qf their bed in the 

TULARE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

SAW MILLS ON TULE RIVER 
A few years ago a group in the 

Porterville High School under the 
leadership of M.ss Ina Stiner com­
piled a "History of Porterville"'. 
It is a very creditable piece of 
work that should be duplicated 
in other towns. One chapter deals 
with the lumbering industry. 

This group found that the Lrst 
sa w mill on the Tule, at least in 
the redwood belt, was in the Dil­
lon wood area on the North Tule 
river. ThiJs first mill started not 
later than 1865, was owned by 
J. R. Hubbs and operated by water 
POVIer. N. P. Dillon purchased 
the mill and installed steam 

power. Lumber was brought out 
on a tramway using wooden rails, 

n.ght. :bather insisted that it was 
a hog but he got up first the next 
morning and covered the bear 
tracks before mother could see 
them. They moved camp that day 
just a little farther away from 
Old Burin's beaten path. 

This mill was run by a water 
wheel and an upright lSaw. T'he 
lumber was mostly pine and some 
cedar, Barton sold all the lumber 
at the mill. This brought a num­
bel" of people in. Some families 
came to camp awhile and get away 
SV,amp heat and mosqu,tos of the 
valley. One woman, who had spent 
most of her life in San Francisco, 
only stayed over night for the 
place was altogether too wild and 
primitive for her. She didn't see 
what kept us children from going 
completely wild. :bather solemnly 
swore that he chased us down with 
the dogs every Sunday morning 
to put clean clothes on us, then 
turned us loose to run wild for 
another week. Then too, our 
neighbors, the nearest six miles 
away, would come for a little 
lumber and stay over night for a 
visit. Among these were Tom.Gam­
lin, wife and baby daughter Liz­
zie (Mrs. McGee) . So you see 
friendship too passes down thru 
the years. The Hud Barton's were 
there eight years in all, three of 
us Barton youngsters were born 
there, then father lSold out to his 
brother Enos Barton, and his 
brother-in-law, Bob Hardin, who 
ran t.he little mill four years more. 
All the available timber was cut 
at the end of twelve years and the 
mill was left standing until the 
winter of 1892 when Sontag and 
Evans burned all the buildings 
after taking a few boards to house 
in the.r Fort Defiance, lelSs than 
a mile up the canyon. Thus pass­
ed into history perhaps the smal­
lest, and for its size, the most 
profitable mill ever built in these 
mountainls. 

I Orlena Barton Wrought 

the cars coming down by gravity 
and be.ng hauled up by mules. 
Th.sv, rus later replaced by a 
flume. Both terminated just north 
of the old control station, where 
the Balch Park road starts up the 
mountain. About 1900 the Enter­
pr.se Mill was moved from Moun­
tain Home to Dillonwood and 
operated on and off until 1914. 
Four years ago a new road was 
built to this section and logs 
are now being hauled to a 
Springville mill. 

The second mill to come into 
the Tule river country was 
brought by ox-team from Santa 
Clara county about 1870, by 
Charles F. Wilson. It was set up 
at Happy Camp on the headwaters 
of Rancherie Creek. J. Kincaid 
bought 
$400.00 
to Rand 
bought 
ated it 
moved 
a point 
Coburn 

it at auction in 1876 for 
and a year later sold it 
and Horton. A. M. Coburn 
Rand's interelst and oper­
for several years. It vvas 
several times, finally to 

below Mountain Home. 
built a flume down Bear 

Creek and had h~s "dump" on 
Horton's place. (Afterwards this 
was known at the Pete Planchon 
or Jake Garner place) For many 
yeans Coburn operated a finish­
ing mill at Springville, near the 
Soda Spring. Later he vvas' County 
Clerk of Tulare County. 

L. B. Frazier built the finst 
mIll at Mountain Home. Frazier, 
a promoter of some ability, built 
a road from Milo and 
up Bear Creek to the 
mill. He moved a mill 
Pine Ridge area above 
in Fresno County to 
Home and. operated 
while in 1885. Charles 
ed haul the mill and 

Rancherie 
site of the 

from the 
Tollhouse 
Mountain 

it a IShort 
Doty help­
drove bull 

teams to skid logs to the mill. 
Fraz.er went broke and left the 
county. The mill passed to Pease, 
Newport and J errard Frazier 
came back in 1889 and 

blockaded the road he had. built, 
hoping to collect tolls, but some 
of those who had 'not been paid 
for their work tore down the 
barricadelS and in the confusion 
the county acquired title to the 
road. It is still used as a fire pro­
tection road but is very steep. 
The Frazier mill burned in 1888. 

The Enterprise mill, the lar­
gest in this area, was erected in 
1897 about a mile above Moun­
tain Home, but operated only a 
short time becaulSe the company 
had only 80 acres of timber. The 
sawdust piles just above "Her­
cules", the tree with the room cut 
out of its heart, indicate the site 
of this mill. 

Charles EllSter purchased the 
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Coburn mill in 1898 and later 
purchased other mills and con­
solidated them just north of the 
present buildings at Mountain 
Home. A MI'. Conlee operated a 
mill at Brownie Meadovv which 
is also in the immediate vicinity. 

These mills cut pine, Lr and 
redwood. Very few big trees were 
cut that exceeded sixteen feet in 
diameter. They were cut ten or 
twelve feet above the ground, 
two men ordinarily would fall 
a big tree in two or three days. 
An under cut was made, it was 
sawed from the opposite side and 
wedged over. The redvvood being 
brittle was often badly shattered 
in falling and the logs had to 
be divided into sectiolllS either 
by splitting or blasting in order 
to go thru the saws in the mills. 
Most of these mills had two cir­
cular'saws, one above the other 
and slightly behind. For a time 
the Dillonwood mill had a "split­
ter", a long drag saw that cut 
big logs endwise. 

Lumber from the Mountain 
Home mills, except Coburn's, was 
hauled down to the valley by 
teams. The mountain tea~ster 
was a very skilled man and quided, 
hils animals by word of mouth 
as much as by his "jerk line". 
Lumber at the mill was about ten 
dollars per thousand .Many of 
the old houses in the county are 
built of redwood from these mills 

and generally are still quite sound 
because termites do not attack 
this lumber. 

Many people used to spend their 
vacations around the mountain 
sawmills. Lumber to build a little 
cabin didn't cost much and the 
grain farmens, when the harvest 
was in, went to the hills for sev­
eral weeks. Fred Wells, of Tu­
lare, recalls that six or seven 
hundred people camped aibout 
Mountain Home and in 1887 three 
babies were born there. J. J. 
Doyle started his Summer Home 
resort in 1890 and actually sold 
lots for cabin sites. This area is 
now Balch Park. 

Mountain Home, which origi­
nally applied only to the resort 
operated by A. J. Doty near the 
Frizier mill is the name now ap­
plied to a large area lSouth of 
Mount Moses. It is a State Forest 
mostly purchased from Michigan 
interests who had acquired the 
land after the mills discussed in 
this paper had ceased operations. 

There was one mill on the 
South Fork of Tule river about

two miles below Rogers Camp

south west of Camp NeilSon. It was

probably started in the 70's and

in 1884 was being operated by

Porter Putnam. Coburn is sup-


I posed to have purchased this mill.
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Early Sawmills 
In Northern 
Tulare County 

(Continued from Page 1) 

ted other mills in the mountains 
and in Mexico. At Atwell's mill 

on the Mineral King road.he cut 
the lumber for the first flume 
of the Mt. Whitney Power Com­
pany. His daughter, Mrs. Effie 
Simmons, still owns some Cmber­
land near the park, and has her 
summer home, "Comstock Lodge," 
on the property. 

During the time that Comstock 
was at Big Stump, Moore and 
Smith commenced operations at 
Millwood and this became the 
biggest operation in this part of 
the state. In 1889 a dam was 
constructed at Meadow Flat and 
Sequoia Lake was formed. The 
water was used at the mill and to 
operate a flume that extended 
sixty miles to Sanger. This com­
pany and its successors logged 
the Converse Basin and around 
the mountain to Hume. These 

mills were in Fresno County. 

Who Was

Van Doorman?


Mr. and Mrs. A. P. Hubbs, of 
Visalia, told the writer of a Mr. 
Van Doorman who in the summer 
of 1892 had a big tree felled 
and sections hauled out and ship­
ped, presumably to the World's 
Fair of Chicago. They recall him 
as being very reticent about his 
plans, and many times their curi­
osity has made them wonder about 
him. At the time of the interview 
nothing was said about there be­
ing more to the proposed exhibit 
than a large cross section of the 
trunk about one foot thick. 

In "Pen Pictures of the Garden 

of the World", published in 1892 
there is quite a detailed discrip­
tion of the Neal Van Doorman ex­
hibit which is stated to have al­
ready reached San Francisco on 
its way to Chicago. We quote a 
paragraph: "The entire piece of 
wood consists of sixteen sections 
as follows: The lower section is 
one foot in height by twenty feet 
in diameter, all in one solid cut, 
weighing 19,725 pounds. This 
will be arranged as a floor, placed 
on nine elegantly carved and ~n­
ormous pedestals made of the 

same tree. The next is seven feet 

in height by twenty feet in dia­

meter, which is hollowed out and 

will be placed on the floor cut. 
The last and final cut is one foot 

high and similar in every respect 
to the floor cut. The whole of 

BUZZARD'S ROOST TO Q taineers who passed on to etern­
ity. In those days when a neigh­

(This paper was given by Mrs. Lizziep a picnic at Big Stump bor died someone came in and laid 
on August 27, 1950.) 

him out, put a coin on each eye 
Buzzard Roost was a forsaken ground owls hovered over us a to keep it shut, covered him with 

desert plain in the early 188Q's. plaintive salute. Coo-o-o, Coo-o-o, a sheet and made funeral arrange-
It lay midway between the bar- deliciously sad and appealing. ments. All this Sam did free of 
ren Coast Range Mountains to the Coyotes joined in a wierdly wail- charge: A comforting neighbor, 
west and these lovely Sierra Neva- ing debate from one' area to 'an- he w.as. 
da Mountains to the east. We liv- other. Sleep came to tired travel- Leaving Frame Flat we came to 
ed out there, three miles south ers to the tunes of these musicians Buckskin Pitch, a touch hill that 
of the Roost, amid a flock of kin- of the plains. took out good team work and a 
folks that had traveled from Iowa We traveled up the Cottonwood good driver who often used pet 
to California, from Oregon to the past Hungry Hollow, and on to swear phrases to get a spurt of 
Mexican border, and then they mountain roads. These went along power out of a team. On up we fac­
came to rest in that desolate place, easily traveled inclines, then up ed Devil's Slide. How the name? 
where even grasshoppers had to over steep mountains, dodging Maybe too many swear words, I 
eat the fence posts to survive. It rock ledges, past interesting don't know. On this slide an Ital­
was hot and dry down there out in scene's, up and onto dangerous ian teamster was killed. He lost 
1885 and the families decided to looking spots, just whereever a control of the wagon and attempt­
come up to Old Adam. Grandpa horse could get a footing and a ed to bank it. It banked al right, 
and Uncle Arley Pursell each own- wagon could be drawn along with- and upset hurling him forward 
ed a timber claim that included out upsetting. We passed the cup beneath a wheel, lengthwise. His 
this old stump. At this date Buz- and saucer rock, came within full length was crushed. Up, on up 
zard Roost has blossomed into full sight of the three owl cliffs on we climbed to Badger Saddle and 
bloom as Waukena. Owl Mpuntain. Ever upward be- down to Camp Badger. This was 

Old Adam looks exactly as he hind tired sweaty horses we final- a lovely camping place, meadows, 
did in 1885 but he has a new title ly reached Rattlesnake Divide, a refreshing stream and people 
and a stately trim of young Se- and down the Rattlesnake grade. living a beautiful life. The Wea­
quoias about him. He's Burnt It was a terribly steep incline. It thers family ran an eating place 
Monarch now, and there he stands looked dangerous and sounded and Woodards had the Post Office 
in front of us, just as firmly set poisonous. Near the foot of the and a store.

and as sturdy as he was 65 years Rattlesnake Grade we crossed Cot- From here we climbed to Hogs

ago, and he looks exactly as he' tonwood Creek. Here, during the Back Bone, then circled around

did then. winter of 1885, and during high south under Logger Point Ridge 

IWell the several families of us flood waters, Mr. Bliss of Visalia to Log Ridge. Her'e'teamsters wa­
got themselves loaded into an as- was drowned. He carried the l!1ail tered and rested be"fore making 
sortment 'of vehicles with hay, between Camp Badger and Visalia. 

\ 
the long climb ahead. First came 

grub and bedding, and flocks of He rode his horse into the foam- a pitch called Hardscrabble. From 
gleeful children squeezing into ing sWirling stream. They both here on campers witnessed some 
place the best they could. Teams' went under the horse swam out perfect freight team performance. 
of variously colored mules or and Bliss dropped from him on The Double S road lay ahead, it 
horses started out with us in tow the bank, dead. was steep and crooked. The steady 
for the long hot trip up to where After more unhill we came to dull thump" of" the ste-p, ste-p, 
we now are. A dog followed under a mountain settlement. The Cot- ste-p, alltogether, t'o""the rythem 
the wagon; a water bucket and tonwood School there, boasted of tingling 'bells-Oti,tfi~ 'hames of 
a black camp cooking kettle swung for~y or more pupils. Hud Barton the lead horses was rri'bst fasClna­

under the rear end of.the wagon and his brother put up the build- tin,g. The click-clack of the butt

bed. Roads for the most part. were ing. Hud made the furniture from chains, clevices, and lap links,

just wagon trails. If one wore odds and ends of salvaged mater- and various other metals that held 
out some wagon made a parallel ial. He taught the school, useing with the steps and bells and 
track and a new road got under miscellaneous books that had been squeaking leather. The iron tired 
way. We went through Tulare' and brought across the plains in cov- wheels bumped and grated along 
on through Visalia. Here we stop- ered wagons. The Cottonwood was under a heavy load, over rocks 
ped for one camp, at the old flour one of the very first pUblic schools and side hills, in the wake of 
mill "v,ay out east of town. The in Tulare County. something precious that has been 
Santa Fe depot sets near the site The Barton boys, Frank and lost forever-the evenly spaced 
now. On the way north of Visalia Bert, raised watermelons, and had footsteps of a burdened team of 
we turned east into a lane fenced at stand at the turn of the road horses and their harness chorus. 
3n each s:de with piled up logs, across from the house. How del- At any curve on the rightly nam­
redwood, oak, cedar and other icious those melons were to a hun- ed Double S Road, it was "yea-a 
mountain debris. These had been gry tired dust covered traveler as Nig; get over" meaning, "jump 
~arried down the Kaweah River he passed by and stopped to eat the chain", or "Haw Tom, jump", 
from the high mountains during one. to bring the wagon around a curve 
the raging floods of the 1860's. A few more ups and a few more without banking the wheels or 
We went angling across the plains turns and we began to find really cramping the wagon. Not all 
'0 Colvin's Point, now Red Banks. tough roads. Slick Rock was a horses could be trained to be a 
On the way we traveled among turn to be negotiated carefully. successful freight animal, nor 
;ields of hog wallows, dodging Horses had to pull out on a slick could all men attain to the high 
U'ound one as best we could, with rock to steer the wagon away calling of a good mountain driver. 
the wagon lurching along to meet from the bank. In time we came Wechildren were on the lookout 
another hog hill. The Twin Buttes to the Sam and Dan Perry ranch. for those big freight teams, and 
held out attention, sturdy lonely It was named Frame Flat, and was at the first sign of meeting one, 
looking little hills way out on the an in vi Lng overnight camping. . . like the tinkling of bells, 
valley floor. In camp at evening place. Sam Perry was a voluntary screeching of brakes, or grating of 

(Continued on Page 5) time the little turkelotes or undertaker for the nearby moun- (Continued on Page 5) 
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Buzzard Roost

To Old Adam


(Continued from Page 4) 
wheels, we called; "Pa! Pa! hurry 
up and get aver, the bells are 
camin!" Well, Pa was already 
hurrying to. a gaad safe turnaut, 
far small autfiDs must give right 
af way to. heavily laaded freight­
ers if We were to. get to. Old Adam 
in a happy frame af mind. Abave 
the SS we traveled an easier 
stretch af raad. Dawn Dn Dry 
Creek far belaw was Grause Mea­
daws, farther an we reached Camel 
Back, ar Pursell Saddle. 

Traveling, always upward v,e 
reached Cams tack Saddle, naw Big 
Stump. Under the shadawlS af 
huge Sequaia trees the traces 
slackened, the brakes were put 
an and we ralled easily dawn to. 
the CamstDck Mill, and Old Awam. 
The hill climbing was behind us, 
and the harses were at levsure. 

Old Adam was slain centuries 

ago. when a wicked fire swept up 
the draw and burned him terribly. 
Naw, thausands af years after his 
seedling birth and hundredls af 
years after his heart was destray­
ed by fire an industrial center 
has sprung up at his feet. Men 
have apprapriated his damain by 
means af timber claims. The in­
creasing valley "settling up" has 
created a need far lumber with 
which to. build hames. A saw mill 
is here to. thin aut the suitabIt' 
timber to. supply the demand. 

Bull teams, hauling lags fram the 
wDads to. the mill aver skid raads, 
picturesquely dat the hill side. 
A bull team needs no. harness. A 

. yoke fits acrass the necks af each 
pair af bulls, this is hacked to. a 
heavy chain that in turn is haak­
ed to. a big lag, ar same times sev­
eral af them stretched aut. The 
bulls are pretty securely tied ta­
gether and lift the laad with their 
strang necks and 'shDulders. A span 
af six, eight ar ten bulls repre­
sent a pawerful lift. Bill McG8e 
drave ane team. He had Bright, 
Brigham, Buck, Br:n, Star and 
Hank and athers. With a sharp 
gaad stick he cammanded obedi­
ence. He gat them in matian with 
a light jab an the rump af each 
ane. They began to. lean farward, 
backs humped, the yakes began to. 
creak, the chains clinked and the 
lagging chain ,straightened aut. 
The bull whacker kept alert. If 
an animal didn't take a step when 
the rest did he gat a gaad punch 
with the gaad. It reached up, 
aver and da'.l'n an the rear af 
I,'r. Bull. If the team was too re­
luctant to. get in matian'McGee 
managed to. get in same quick 
a'tian. In rapid successiDn he jab­
bsd heavily each bull's rump and 
emphasized the jab with a staut 

swear ward. They maved evenly 
into. pulling strength. In' the 
mDrning Bill's vaice rang aut 
loud' and clear, "Gee, Henry 
Bright, Brigham, Buck, Brin and 
Star with his pet "tuning up" 
baaster aaths that falscinated us 
children and harrified same af the 
mare seriaus elders. By naan the 
vDlume af his vacal autput was 
canlsiderably quieted. By quitting 
time there was anly a craaking 

gutteral tane. The logs were haul­
~d to. the mm aver skid raads. 
These were canstructed af eigh­
teen ar twenty-faur inch thick 
lags half buried in the graund. 
Caming dawn inclines they were 
laid length-wise and an smaather 
places cross-wise. A skid greaser 
and swamper accampanied each 
team. They swabbed an skid grease 
where gaing was taugh. Bill Mc-
Gee was killed when a lag jump­
ed sidewise and pinned him to. a 
stump. 

Camstack hired chinamen to. do. 
waadls wark with pick and shavel. 
He had a China caak presiding 
aver the kitchen. Like many Chi­
namen caaks at that time, he had 
a lang braided "pig-tail". This 
hair-do. was accam.plished by 
shaving all the head but an aval, 
an the crawn. Fram this, hair was 
encouraged to. graw its natural 
length. Strands af lang caarse 
black Isilk threads were braided 
in with the hair, to. taper aff and 
terminate at the knees, the ankles, 
ar even the flaar. When warking 
abaut the kitchen he swings it 
up aver his shaulder ar his arm, 
to. keep it aut af the way. A dish 
wiping cloth aften was flung 
aver with the queue pig tail. He 
ware a black silk quilted jacket 
and laase pajama like traUisers. 
He shuffles araund an woaden 
3aled sandals that have embraaid­
dred tips aver the taes. The heels 
drag alang after so. they want be 
last. He ils a picturesque' figure 
but in camman with mast Chinese 
~aaks af the Umes his kitchen eti­
quette wauldn't pass 1950 pure 
raad laws. He sprinkled the laun­
dry by filing his mauth with wa­
ter 'and spraying evenly and thar­
oughly, (and same said the bread 
and pies taa.) Yau didn't apprDve 
of the methad, Oh na!, but yau 
didn't tell a China caak that. He 
resented any interference, and 
bassed the bass. If yau didn't ap­
prave, stay aut af the kitchen like 
he tald yau to., ar do. the caaking 
yaurself. Since the Chink knew 
when and haw to. caak, yau usu­
ally kept him an his kitchen 
thrane. 

When we children were settled 
in camp we began .10. enjay to. the 
full ,this' heavenly place, cald 
spring water, sweet meadaw gras­
ses, beautiful tiger lily blassams, 

"MARK TWAIN" C. C. CURTIS 
This was a beautiful tree left PHOTOGRAPHER 

by Smith c.amstack because it ,

was taa large to. be handled in C. C. C'urtisaperated a phata­

his mill, and because he had a graphic galery at Big Stump and

Isentimental interest in leaving MillwDad and taak many af the

same af the f~nest big trees. In fine pictures that we have af the

1891 (accarding to. baaklet af lumbering aperatians in that area

American Museum af Natural His- in the 80's and early 90's. He

tary in 1888 accarding to. same was in the mauntains eleven sum­

lacal saurces) it was felled and mers and during the balance af

crass Isectians af the trunk were the year aperated in the tawns af

sent to. the American Museum af the valley. Usually he wauld stay

Natural Histary in New Yark and anly a few' weeks as the tDwns

the British Museum in LDndan. were nat large enaugh to. sup part

These sectians were the gift af p,ermanent phatagraphic establish-

Callis P. Huntingtan and measur-. ments. He menLans being at Tra­

ed 16% feet inside the bark and: ver, Hanfard, Esperanza (Kettle­

were cut abaut twelve feet abave man Plains) and was in Parter­

the graund. Bath Museums can-, ville in the spring af 1883.

firm having these exhibits. 'The camera which he used far


The balance af the tree was pictures in the waadls weighed, 
used far pasts. The "Mark Twain'" with six plate halders, farty five 
stump is visited by thausands pDunds. 8 x 10 glass plates (W. 
as it is very near the main en- A. Seed, extra rapid) were used 
trance to. the Giant GrOve af Kings I generally. T.me expasures were 
Canyan Natianal Park. Ineceslsary because af the shaded 

canditians. Negatives were deve-

Who Was laped at night in a tent with a red 

Van Doorman? lantern. Prints were made an Al­
, bumin paper sensitized by flaat­

(Cantinued fram Page 4) 
ing an a silver nitrate salutian


this remarkable curiosity wil~ just befare using.
farm a sort af hall and will ac­

comadate about 100 people and Mr. Curtis still has many af 

will be entered by a swinging' the negatives that he taak sixty 
years ago.. He has anather tie with

doar made aut af ane af th~ par­
tions af the secDnd sectian." Tulare Caunty Histary. He was 

Charles Daty of Arrayo Grand:e; a member af the Kaweah COlany 
and worked an the road to. theand Elmer Daty of Stockton, sons 

of A. J. Daty, awner af Mauntain maun tains. After the break up 

Hame resart and bath af whom of the calany he was ane of a 

warked an the tree, canfirm the cammittee of five to. investigate 

fact that the Van Daorman exhi- the passibilities af colonization Dn 
the Kettleman Plains.

bit was a large section Df a red­
waad, trunk hallawed aut as dis- He lives at Lang Beach and has 
cribed above. just passed his 88th birthday. He 

Mr. C. C. Curtis who. taak the is in gaad health and occasianally 
pictures of the Warld's Fair tree visi is friends in the valley. 

cut near General Grant says that Roberts was anather phatagra­
he daes nat recall seeing another pher af this area, samewhat later 
exhibit. af this nature at Chicago.. than Curtis, same af whase nega-
The one illustrated boak abaut the tives survive. A. R. Moore was 
fair that the writer has seen there far a time and later estab­
doesn't shaw, Dr mentian, any big lished a shap at Parterville. His 
tree exhibit. Did Daarman's tree negatives were destrayed by fire. 

cDlumbine, ferns, and fragrant ever get that far? What happen­
azalia; seemed to me a blessing ed to it? 

from God abave. We skipped and Th' b k
jumped about camp, acrass the IS same 0.0. tells of a pra­
meadaw, and to. the giant red bark- posal by Tular~ peaple that is 
ed Sequoias. Our happy va ices in real Chamber of Cammerce stuff. 

halloes and song, as we called The plan was to. cut two lengths 

back and farth to each ather, was af Big Tree abaut 45 feet lang, 
caught up and echoed fram tree f h' th . t . 
to. tree. In a diminishing saft tDned as IOn em III a raIl cars, pull­
chorus each giant passed the man style with dinner. They 
echaes anward alang the tree lin- wauld serve as residence far visi­

ed meadow, and an to. the hill- tars after arriving at the fair. 

sides to. caress the hauses and Apparently the scheme was given
rocks, and the to. lay them away 
. .. '. up Maybthe e expellise af widen­m my lIttle gIrl heart. The mem- . 
ary of thase silvery nates af swete- mg tunnels to accamadate a real 
ness have enriched all the yJars Big Tree was just taa much for 
af my life. even a can firmed Tulare baaster. 
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September 7, 1889. We hear that POSTS AND GRAPE STAKESFrom Files Of Porterville Enterprise no action has been taken by the .. 
In 1948 and 1949 The Farm


Tribune, Porterville, reprinted

news' items from the Porterville

Enterprise, a newspaper printed


sixty years before. This was when
activitieswere at a peak at Moun­


taillHome and some of the mater­

ialsheds light on the subject mat­


ly in referr'ng to the old mill at

j


Mountain Home. Frazier buil~ a

very steep road up the west sld;e

of Bear Creek to the mill site.


After a short time he went left the area. When brokecame
and he


back he attempted to recover ~he

road in ord.erto char.ge toll wIth


ter of this Bulletin. The E'nter- results reported as followa:


Board of SupervisoI'iS regarding Although thIs Bulletlll deals 
the report of the viewers of the principally with exhibits and lum-
Fras.er road. The . I:eport favored 

I

' bel' mills, it should be borne in 
. Ithe abandonment of the road. mind that more big trees have 

. N been used for posts and stake<s,Miscellaneuos ews than for lumber. The coast red,-
May 11, 1889. Work will com- wood, Sequoia Sempervirens, is 

mence at Coburn's Mill next Mon­

day. Mr. C'oburn has just return­
 superior to Sequoia Gigantic for


lumber. Many fallen trees, some or­

which have probably laid on the

ground for decades, made sound

posts.


went thru the bridge, remaining

in the river for about three weeks.


It was gotten out finally, but

when be;ng ferried across the Ka­

weah river, a cable broke and

the flat boat and engine floated

down 'stream, landing on an is­

land. It was afterward released,

but when crossing another stream,

went through the bridge aga n.

When it finally reached its des­

tination, it was not used as a

tracCon engine but was used; as

power to cut singles and shakes.

We hope itlS junk rests in peace.


June 8, 1900. The heavier new

steam-wagon "Spr. ngville" went

out Tuesday with 25,000 feet of

lumber. It went up the Daunt hill

without stopping. Arthur Young

thinks the new v,agon is a crack­

erjack.


June 15, 1900. The mammoth

new Trilby steam-wagon "Spring­

ville" was steaming along in good


I 

shape near Globe with 38,00Ofeet

of lumber when a wheel came off

one of the wagons.
-

June 22, 1900. Redwood bark 
will be placed in the road where 
the steam-wagon halS difficulty
catching hold. This bark makes a

fine covering for sandy roads and

its wearing qualities are very

good. 

June 29, 1900. Ben and Charles

Holt of the manufacturing com­

pany were in Spr.ngville this week

to inspect the work being done

by the steam wagon and they were

well pleaaed with its behavior.

The steam wagon is now carry­

ing 38,000 feet of lumber a trip

and makes three trips a' week to

Roth Spur. (Strathmore)


August 17, 1900. The New Dil­

lonwood saw mills is a solid neat

concern and the way it is put up

indicates that the Young Brothem

are in the sawing business there

to remain awhile. 

J. C. Lunegrover of Tulare a 
student of the University who 
spent h;s vacation ot the Enter­
prise Mill, has returned to Berke­
ley. 

October 1'3, 1900. Huntens tell

us that two big grizzly bears still

make their home on Mount Mag­

gie across the middle Tu!efrom 
Mountain Home. 

November 23, 1900. J. W. 
Young was down from the DB­
lonwood mill, Wednesday. He 
reports two and one-quarter m.les 
of flume built. He cut 400,000 ft. 
of lumber this season with IDO,­
000 feet of it to bring down yet. 
Work will be kept On at the mill 
during the winter. 

prise wording and spelling has July 13, 1889. The petition pre- ed from the city where he pur­

been retained. sented to the Board of Supervisors, chased some new machinery.


. T Wednesday last, to declare the

Another McKlearllilJI ree Frazier road a County road was


June 8, 1889. John McKiernan, acted on. It is now a public high­

of Cramer intends cutting a 26- way and W. W. Brown, the road

foot in diameter redwood tree for overseer of District NO.1 was

exhibition sometime this month. thereby ordered and directed to

This tree is situated near A. J. open said road.


Doty's Mountain Home summer July 20, 1889. It appears that

resort. after the la",suit in which Frai-


August 3, 1889. John McKier- ser lostthe other day, he took up­

nan felled the large tree at Moun- on himself the responsib.lity of

tain Home that he is to take to closing up the road, extending a

Europe, last Friday evening just gate across it, backin.g up the

at dusk. Many were disappoint- same by shotgun law.

ed as only two persons Isaw it However on Saturday, last,


May 18, 1889. Supervisor New­
port was in town on Saturday and 
informed us that he has disposed 
to his Brazier Mill to Moore and' 
Smith of Stockton. 

August 24, 1889. Most of the 
teams have been taken off of the 
Coburn Mill. road as there is lit­
tle lumber left to haul at the 
dump on account of the lower 
water, there not being enough to 
carry lumber through the flume 
to the dump. ("Dump" was end 
of the flume.) 

September 7, 1889. Emil Newan 
came down from Frazier's M.ll 
where he has been spending a 
couple of weeks. Jim Tyler and 
family returned from Frazier's 
Mill on Wednesday last, where 
they have been sojourning sev­
era! weeks. 

February 22, 1890. Al Ho.wardJ 
and A. J. Doty made a tnp to 
Frazier's Mill last Tuesday. At 
Harper's ranch they had to resort. 
to Isnow shoes. Every house they 
passed on up the road they found
broken in from the weight of the 
snow and several buildings at the 
mill broken down and damaged 
to the extent of $'700. 

March 1, 1890. Avon Coburn 
has strated up his box factory 
at Soda Springs and is cutting
f +"
ence pos..., . ­

8 1890 A J Doty is 
~arch hav a' o~t 'office es­

~~b~~sghe~Oat ehis Presort called 
"M tain Home" near the old°';1n , . 
FrazIer s MIll. 

June 3, 1898. G. W. Thomson 
has opened up a saloon in the 
mountains, east of the old Fra­
sier mill. H. F. T'imeus went up 
Monday to take charge. 

March 11, 1892. J. J. Doyle, in 
company with three other gentle­
men from Tulare, was up in the 
redwoods above Coburn's Mill last 
Thursday and Friday looking at 
some of the big trees. Their pur­
pose is to obtain one for the 
World'is Fair. They have not made 
any selection as yet. 

May 25,1900. A traction engine 
belonging to J. W. Kyle, on its 
way to the Enterprise mill, fell 
over the grade opposite the Coburn 
dump, Monday, a d;stance of 
about 1,000 feet and literally 
smashed to pieces, leaving nothing 
worth picking up but the boiler. 

Accordin.g to reports the engine 
has alw a~s had bad luck. It was 
lJrought overland from Los An­
geles by the Kaweah Colony peo­
ple about 12 years ago and when 
crossing a stream in the mountains 

fall.Many campers had gone from

Summer Home to watch the work

for the past two weeks.


August 31, 1889. John Mc-

Kiearnan, of Pleasant Valley, in­
forms that he will send down h~s 

big tree Isamples to Porterville'

next week. It is divid.ed in~o

eight distinct pieces whIch wIll

be banded together when they


arrive in Los An.geles where they

will be shipped for exhibition.


October 5, 1889. At last, the 
big tree, "California", which Mes­
sers McKiearnan and David,son 
have been cutting down in the 
Redwood forest above Frazier, is 
ready and will be under way to 
visit those places where anything 
from the "wild wes~". will be 
welcomed as a cunoslty,. and 
shortly, those narrow-mlllded 

scept~cs w~o have never seen a 
genullle ~Iant of the R~dwood 
grovesthe WIll stones to' admIt of thatfabulous have. told the 

b t l ttl S


Roadmaster Bro",n, in accordance

with orders received from the

Supervisors, went up and declared

the thoroughfare a public road,

)elonging to the County, and open­

it up for public 1:<
traffic, but ra:­

ser closed it up the following

day, seeing which, Brown came

down to Porterville and swore out

a warrant of arrest for FTaiser


on a charge of obstructing a pub­

lic highway.


Constable Rose later arre,sted 
Fraiser, who was brought before 
Judge Redd. Fraiser", as granted, 
a chan.ge of venue to VisaLa since 
he claimed that he could not re­
ceive fair play in Porterville. 

August 3 1889 On Sunday the 
21st, a mob' of ab~ut 10 men arm­
ed with axes and rifles proced;ed 
from Mountain Home to Camp 

two on the Frasier road and pro­
ceeded to demolish the gate and 
fences leading to the Frasier m.ll.Mr Frasier on the followin g Tues­

.

world famous u I e seen e- day went to Visalia and swore out 
quoia gigantes are true. a warrant for the arrest of the 

"CaLfornia" '"as cut from a three principals of the gang, I 

tree growing in th e Redwood ClYde Tyler, W. Sullivan and A' 
. grove home three quar~ens of. amill to the east of Fraz,er's mIll 

aRd is a portion of a forest giant
which grew to a height of some 
300 feet and measured some 76 
feet in circumferance at the base. 
It has been cut into iJl.ght separate 
pieces each weighing some 1,200 
.to 1,500 pounds. 

John McKiearnan and three as­
sistants accompanied "California" 
to Porterville, w here they arrived 
at about 2: 00 P. M. Tuesday. Mon­
day morning will witness the de­
parture of the stump for V.salia 
where it will be placed' on exhi­
bition for the forthcoming fair, 
after which it ils bound for Tu­
lare, Fresno, Merced, San Fran­
cisco, Sacramento, San Diego an.d 
San Bernardino. Eventually, It 
wil~ bid a long far.ewell to its 
natIve state a~d wIll start for 
New Orleans vIa Texas. 

(N ote: That is all we know 
about "California". Can anyone 
complete the record? There is a 

J. Doty, Jr. 
" 

I
Undershenff Whl~e Iserve~ the 
warrant on thepartIes menLoned 
above on Sunday.last. They ap­
peared but were dlsm.ssed. on the 
grou~ds ~hat as the road was a 
publIc hlgh'Yay, there was no 
camse for actIOn. 
August 10, 1889. L. B. Frasier 

(probably this is the correct spel­
ling) called upon us Monday w. th 
a petition singed by over 150 of 
the most solid and prominent 
bus:ness men and land owners 
of our district. The petition is 
addressed; to the T'ulare County 
Board of Supervisors and sets 
forth that Frasier built the Fra­
sier road, over which there has 
been so much wrangling lately. 

The petition states that Fra­
sier is the rightful owner of the 
road; that it is an act of injustice 
to take private property for pub­
lie use w:thout allowing the own-

It also forcr compensat.on. prays 
picture of what is supposed to be "he rEs.ndal of the order of July 
the Porterville band, standing ~>ll 10, declaring the road to be a 
a section of redwood such as dls- publichigh",ay and that Frasier 
cribed above. Is it this exhibit?) be recompensed. Mr. Frasier laid 

Frazier-Fraiser-Frasier lWad the petition before the Board of 
Supervisors but we have not heard 

"Frazier" is used most frequent- the results. 

http:compensat.on
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h The .General Noble" and the men who prepared the exhibit. Left to riglit: Sam Turk, Will Gw1n, 
Dayton Dickey, Jesse Pattee, Capt. Jamison, Burr Mitchell, John Bodkins, "TOmGibson, Creed Archer.. 
2. MakingUhd.eraut5{)feet above ground. 3. The falling tree. 4. RelDDvingthe .upstairs". 
5. Preparing the lower set of staves. 6. On the way to Chicago. 7. After the fair the exhibit 
was 8et up on the Mallat Washington, D. C. and remained there until 1932-33. The building in the 
left background is the Smithsonian Institution. All pictures except' by C. C. Curtis. 
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1. A big sawlog -- exaot looation not known. 2. Largest load of lumber haulled from Mountain Home.

3.- 4. Views of "Mark Twain- exhibit. Note two saws brazed together. 5. Frazier Mill at Mountain

Home in 1886. 6. Neal Van Doorman with part of his exhibit - Mountain Home. 7. A blooked lumber

flume, probably from Coburn~ Mill. 8. Logging on Redwood Mountain for Hayes Mill. 9. Building log

ohute. Completed ohute in baokground. J, C. Stansfield was foreman of orew.


. Pioturel"byA".R.Moore,3 & 4 by C. C. Curtis,6 by Taber
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1, Millwood- lumber staoked awaiting oompletion ot flume to Sanger. Note tlume. 2 The Smith 
Comstook Mill at -Big Stump". 3. "Advertisement" ot Mountain Homeresort in Thompson's "HisD­
orioal Atlas of Tulare County" 1892. 4. Dillonwood, 1904. 5. SUmmerHome, 1892. NowBaloh Park. 
6. "Splitter., a long saw to out big logs len~wise so that they would go thru sawmill - Dillon­
wood. 7. Oxen haulling pine log 0Jl ohute to Hart Mill. 8. "Centennial" (1) stump at Mountai:: 
Home. Pioture 1 by C. C. Curtis, 8 by E. M. Hammond. 




